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ThanksThanks to Our Community Partners

Congregation Or Hadash
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Eliana Leader
Director,  
Kaplan Mitchell Retreat Center

 
     
 
Shalom Limmud Community, 
 
We are thrilled to welcome you to LimmudFest at Ramah Darom 2021! As the first content-based program of 
our retreat season, it is fitting that this year’s theme is Returning. This program marks Ramah Darom’s returning 
to a full line-up of Jewish experiential retreats on our Clayton campus following a year of physically- distanced 
getaways. After a successful summer of Camp, we are delighted to welcome you and renew our partnership with 
Limmud Atlanta & Southeast.  

As we near the end of the month of Elul and prepare to enter the new year, Jewish tradition encourages us to  
reflect on the past year and return to our best selves. There is no better way to do this work and lift our spirits 
during such strange times than engaging in learning, community and mutual responsibility, diversity,  
empowerment, participation, fostering connections and expanding Jewish horizons—Limmud’s core values,  
and the fabric of this gathering.  

We are so thankful to Howie Slomka, Adina Rudisch and the entire Fest planning team for putting in many hours 
of hard work to make this festival come to fruition. Ramah Darom is grateful for the partnership between our two 
communities and looks forward to many more years of collaboration.  

Wishing you a wonderful Fest, and we’ll see you on the rocking chairs!

B’Shalom,

Rachel Herman
Senior Program Manager,  
Kaplan Mitchell Retreat Center
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4,244,567 Different Schedules Possible at LimmudFest 2021!

Welcome to a Special Year of LimmudFest at Ramah Darom!

We are so glad you can join us at LimmudFest 2021 at gorgeous Ramah Darom! While every LimmudFest  
is special, this year is particularly exciting for many reasons. 

• IT IS NOT LABOR DAY!!! We noticed about three years ago that Rosh Hashanah 5782 would conflict with  
our usual Labor Day Weekend festivities. This led to some scrambling and planning and lots of contingencies—
all of which went out the window when 2020 was canceled. While our program is shorter this year—a 
Shabbaton rather than a three-day holiday weekend—we hope you will enjoy it just as much. Just be prepared 
for a fast-paced Shabbat of learning and community! 

• WE MISSED YOU!!! We all share similar stories of lost opportunities and connections from 2020. For an  
annual event, a year off can seem like an eternity or worse, like a failed mission entirely. Limmud Atlanta & 
Southeast spent the past year preparing for this weekend and hosting several smaller (masked and socially 
distanced) events in the community. Our High Holiday Experience in Mason Mill Park and the microgrants 
throughout the year kept us engaged and ready for Fest, but after two years off we are all ready for a  
Fest of RETURNING. 

• WE CANNOT DO IT WITHOUT YOU!!! Our year off has absolutely left its mark and taken its toll on our list of  
active volunteers. Please use your labels and pens during this weekend to SIGN UP for volunteer opportunities, 
so we can count on you to help make Fest 2022 a reality.

An event like this one—two years in the making—does not happen by itself. I would like to thank EVERYONE who 
has helped to make this event possible. I appreciate the time our awesome partners at Ramah Darom, Eliana 
Leader, Rachel Herman, Becca Guttman and Robyn Diamond have put into making this year a reality. Shifting 
our event to a COVID/Delta safe one took much effort, all while Ramah Darom was hosting hundreds of kids at 
summer camp. Programming Chair, Heather Blake, put together a truly packed and wonderful schedule of events 
that typifies the spirit of volun-ticipation. Marketing Chair, Leslie Anderson, and Shabbat Chair, Itana Pinansky, not 
only wore their own hats, but were also always present to help with overall organizational tasks. Carolyn Lippman 
assembled and edited this very book—a truly Herculean task when a book has as many authors as this one! There 
are others as well, but believe me that none of us would be here at all without Limmud’s Program Manager, Adina 
Rudisch, who ably assisted us all and did it while relocating from her home as it was under renovation. And of 
course, thanks to YOU: our registrants, presenters, volun-ticipants and future leaders of Limmud!

My message for you all is to keep your eyes open for your “Limmud Angel” this year. With over four million 
combinations of schedules, you may notice, as I do every year, that one special person who seems to share your 
crazy diversified interest in (for instance) Israeli Politics, Yoga, Kabbalah, Jewish Farming, Kayaks and Cigars.  
Seek out your “Limmud Angel” and get to know each other, because you will likely meet up again in future 
sessions and at future LimmudFests.

I am thrilled to be seeing old friends and meeting many new ones, including my new “Limmud Angel”!

Howie Slomka
Limmud Atlanta & Southeast Board President
LimmudFest 2021 Chair



LimmudFest at Ramah Darom 2021  5  



6 LimmudFest at Ramah Darom 2021

MissionLimmud Atlanta & Southeast 
Mission & Values 

OUR MISSION
To celebrate Jewish life and learning in all of its diversity by bringing together Jews of all backgrounds and ages. We are driven by 
the belief that diversity of perspectives, dedication to learning in its broadest sense and a strong sense of volunteerism are keys to 
mobilizing and inspiring Jewish individuals and community.

OBJECTIVES
Learning: To nurture and support people in their Jewish discoveries, providing them with informal mentoring and  
educational experiences.

Diversity: To provide a wide variety of Jews with numerous points of connection to Jewish life, including intellectual,  
spiritual, emotional, familial and communal.

Volunteerism: To foster a strong volunteer corps who, through planning and participating in our events, experience  
the power of volunteerism by building Jewish identity and community.

CORE VALUES
Fostering Learning: We foster the creation of a learning environment in which people are able to reflect and grow; a place where  
anyone can be a teacher and everyone can be a student.

Community and Mutual Responsibility: LimmudFest is a learning community in which we can achieve more together than  
we can individually.

Diversity: We believe in the richness of our diverse community and strive to create inclusive and cross-generational experiences.

Empowerment: We inspire people to be ambitious about their contributions; we challenge people to push themselves  
toward their potential; we empower people to make informed choices.

Participation: We are all responsible for each other and for the community we create. Everyone has an important contribution to 
make and volunteerism is an essential feature of everything we do.

Fostering Connections: We recognize the importance of providing a space where emotional and intellectual connections  
can be made.

Expanding Jewish Horizons: LimmudFest strives to create collective and individual experiences through which we strengthen 
and develop our Jewish identities.
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The Naomi Rabkin Experience 
Chavayat Naomi Rabkin

SJ Seldin is LimmudFest’s Chavayat Naomi Rabkin

Naomi Rabkin Z”L exemplified the heart, ruach and soul of Limmud Atlanta & Southeast in all her supportive roles: as a participant, 
volunteer and our first Executive Director. Naomi inspired us to think boldly and helped us attract people doing the most cutting 
edge and interesting things in the Jewish world. She had a pulse on the rising community leaders, and she was able to entice them 
to come to Limmud Atlanta & Southeast. Food sustainability and food justice were among Naomi’s true passions and it’s how many 
of us met her. In 2007, before it was trendy, Naomi put Shearith Israel on the map as the first congregation in the Southeast to have 
a CSA (community supported agriculture). She was the driving force behind Atlanta’s first public space sukkah at the Oakhurst 
Community Garden, and when she and her family moved to San Diego, Naomi again left her mark by developing a 67-acre farm 
for Leichtag Foundation, now a thriving vineyard, food forest and Jewish event-space.

Inspired by Naomi’s values, interests and innovative ideas, Limmud Atlanta & Southeast is creating a LimmudFest presenter spot to 
carry on her legacy. Each year a presenter will be chosen by the LimmudFest programming committee based on Naomi’s passions 
in food justice, local farm to table eating, community building, music, reimagining ritual, Israel, women in leadership and immersive 
Jewish education. Realizing people are multi-dimensional with talents and knowledge, preference will be given to presenters who 
reflect more than one quality listed.

We are thrilled that SJ Seldin has been selected as the Chavayat Naomi Rabkin for 2021. As co-founder and steward-in-residence 
at Yesod Farm+Kitchen, a community space near Asheville, SJ’s passion and work exemplify the values and vision that Naomi 
lived by each and every day. At Yesod and throughout many communities, SJ brings a commitment to responsible, regenerative 
agriculture. They believe that Jewish agricultural wisdom offers modern farmers and stewards compelling questions, tools and 
technologies for creating more just and regenerative communities for all. As we kick off this shmita year, we invite you to join a 
session and spend some time with SJ at LimmudFest. In so doing, you will both experience and be a part of the continuation of  
our beloved Naomi’s spirit.

YAD Program
Limmud Atlanta & Southeast’s Young Adult Development Program

 
The YAD Program is an opportunity granted to a select group of Jewish young adults ages 22-30. It is inspired by the YAD  
program at Limmud U.K. The purpose of this program is to support a committed and prepared generation of emerging young 
adult leaders who will strengthen the Atlanta Jewish community, not just through training and participation with Limmud, but also 
by developing an understanding of Jewish organizations and personal leadership potential.

Upon completion of the YAD program, these emerging leaders are well situated to support the creation of meaningful and  
enriching programs, as well as to develop deeper connections with local leaders and organizations. Led by a volunteer  
YAD Program Coordinator, the previous YAD Cohorts have yielded individuals who are poised to become the next generation  
of Jewish community leaders.

The Pandemic of 2020 made it impossible for young adults to gather, which is the touchstone of the YAD Program, so we were 
forced to take this year off. For that reason we do not have our usual cohort of YAD leaders here this year.

We are looking for names and suggestions of young Jews  
throughout the Southeast to make up the Limmud 2022 YAD Cohort.

Know anyone? Please contact info@limmudse.org.



8 LimmudFest at Ramah Darom 2021

VolunteerPutting the “Volunteer”  
In Volun-ticipation

If you are reading this page, you are a true Limmudnik. LimmudFest is incredibly special, and volun-ticipation is our driving force. 
This festival cannot come together without the hard work of our volunteers. Learn more about volunteer opportunities and JOIN 
OUR TEAM in leading Limmud into the future.

Have you heard about LimmudFest?
Marketing: if you are here, it is because our Marketing Chair, Leslie Anderson and her committee, got the word out. If you like  
putting your artistic skills to use creating Instagram posts, writing catchy emails, blasting out social media, calling Jewish  
organizations around the Southeast or networking in the community, this is the committee for you.

You have got to see this!
Programming: this is the heart of Limmud. Our Programming Chair, Heather Blake and her dynamic committee, pulled out all the 
stops to bring you the stellar lineup of presenters at this year’s Fest. If you’re the one always sharing about great speakers you’ve 
heard, fabulous books you’ve read, good movies you’ve seen, or amazing people you’ve met, you would love this committee. You 
get to create the experience that is LimmudFest by finding the most interesting and diverse presenters to come teach at  
LimmudFest. If you love to be in the know about all the happenings, love working with a creative team, if you see the big picture 
and are detail oriented, are organized and have an editor’s eye, you should join Carolyn Lippman, our dauntless Program Book 
Chair, who is responsible for crossing our t’s and dotting all of our i’s.

Let’s Party!
Gala: the celebration that shines the light on amazing performers like the Sandcatchers is chaired by Drew Cohen. This is definitely 
the place to be if you want to choose the hottest musical/comedy/performance act to come entertain LimmudFest goers and help 
us raise the funds to bring even more people to LimmudFest.

Shabbat Shalom!
Shabbat: if programming is the heart, then the Shabbat Committee is the soul, led this year by the unflappable Itana Pinansky.  
If Shabbat is your favorite day of the week, if you love ritual, and if you are passionate about creating a meaningful spiritual  
Shabbat experience for every attendee at Limmud, then this is your home. Identify volunteers to lead services, create new  
prayer experiences and help everyone connect to the beauty of Shabbat in the mountains.

Where can I find . . .?
Logistics: this committee keeps everything running smoothly. Enjoy working behind the scenes? Like flow charts? Do spread-
sheets, forms and lists make your heart beat faster? Don’t miss a beat and join the Logistics Committee led from near and far. If the 
tables are set, the volunteers are coordinated, the rides are arranged and the presenters have their supplies, you have the Logis-
tics Committee to thank.

Who’s the guy smiling ALL THE TIME?
That would be Fest Chair, Howie Slomka. Why is he smiling? Because Howie loves Limmud and it brings him joy. If Limmud is your 
happy place and you are ready to step up and truly take the wheel, there’s no better place to be than in the driver’s seat. The Fest 
Chair coordinates all the committees and serves as liaison among the chairs, Limmud Board and Ramah Darom staff.

How do I get involved?
Find someone with a name tag lanyard that says “ASK ME”; come to our Volunteer Appreciation Oneg on Friday night from 9:00-
9:30pm in Lakeside Dining; let us know you’re interested on our website www.limmudse.org; or contact Program Manager Adina 
Rudisch by email at info@limmudse.org or by phone at 404.507.6322. We will have sign-up sheets for you to sign or place your I.D. 
sticker (during Shabbat).
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MicrograntsLimmud at Home & Jewish  
Educational Microgrants

Now that you are at LimmudFest, you may be asking yourself, “Do I have to wait a whole year to enjoy more amazing Limmud  
programming?” Luckily, “No, you don’t.” Just before the onset of the pandemic, we debuted “Limmud at Home,” a series of  
intimate, small group learning opportunities around Atlanta held in the homes of our Limmudniks. These included “Challah Baking” 
and learning about “Animal Husbandry.” We leaned further into our tenet of “volun-ticipation” (the belief that everyone plays an 
active role in teaching, studying, and building our learning community). We wanted to provide leaders, educators and innovators 
ways to connect with one another and the community through Jewish learning. So, we implemented our first Jewish Educational 
Microgrants. These grants ranged from $100-$500 and helped applicants put together virtual and/or in-person programs to keep 
our communities engaged in Jewish learning. Several of the applicants shown below are presenting at LimmudFest 2021. 
If you would like to engage with Limmud throughout the year, send an email to info@limmudse.org or visit our website 
www.limmudse.org and click on the “Get Involved” tab.

Donna Bogatin led “Shavuot Sapphires: Crafting Judaica Jewels” and took attendees on a spiritual journey through the creation 
of beautiful jewelry. She is leading “Shabbat Yoga” on Saturday and “Craft Your Own Judaica Bracelet” on Sunday.

Victoria Raggs invited us to a “Jews of Color Passover Gathering”, where people shared each other’s rituals and traditions regarding 
 Passover preparation and also discussed inequity in the Jewish Mainstream Community. Victoria will be leading “Becoming a 
Better Ally and Self-Advocate” on Sunday.

Amy Price had everyone “buzzing” with her program “Pollinator Power! Jewish Learning about the Smallest Critters.” She virtually 
led participants through her garden and beehives while teaching about different kinds of pollinators and how they serve the planet. 
You can find Amy leading a Shabbat morning hike, talking about “Community through Jewish Agriculture with SJ Seldin”, and 
representing Repair the World this weekend.

Erika Needleman is leading two of her programs here at LimmudFest. On Friday, she will teach “Women’s Yoga: Welcoming 
Shabbat into Our Lives”, then she will facilitate “Building a Relationship with Ourselves: Changing our Thoughts, Feelings, and 
Actions to Become our Greatest Selves” for women and teenage girls on Saturday afternoon.

Mike Century is leading “Israeli Partner Dancing” on Sunday morning at this year’s Fest, so bring your dancing shoes.

Rose Capin with Repair the World, organized an online “Earth Day Playdate with a Purpose”, where she led a Shabbat service to 
help parents with young children forge a connection with Torah, the Earth, and ourselves.  

Roberta Wall inspired participants to think deeper with her session, “The Torah of Inclusion, Nonviolence and Transformation”.

Sophie Kieffer created a hands-on program, “Shavua Tov Havdalah Besamim Garden”, during which families with young children 
created their own Havdalah gardens to take home.

Shoshanna Rosenthal led an engaging and creative program entitled, “The Sinai Experience in 6 Words or 1 Groovy T-shirt”, 
where participants learned about the Jews’ experience at Sinai and crafted their own creative response.

Samuel Weinstein coordinated a virtual program with Emory Hillel entitled “Talking Food Ethics in Judaism with Dr. Jonathan 
Crane”, during which students created their own blintzes while learning about Judaism’s stance on food.
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InformationLimmudFest A-Z 
General Information

Accessibility: All of the program buildings at the LimmudFest are wheelchair/handicap accessible. There is a golf cart shuttle 
available for those who need assistance getting around. Please visit the Help Desk or contact a member of the LimmudFest  
Leadership Team with a walkie-talkie for help. There is also an elevator in the Levine Center for easy access to the dining hall. 
During Shabbat, the elevator operates in ‘Shabbat mode’ and automatically runs.

Ask Me: Look for the people wearing “ASK ME” lanyards if you have a question about anything during your stay. “ASK ME”  
lanyards are worn by Limmud Board members, volunteers, frequent attendees and Ramah Darom staff.

Cars and Parking: The speed limit on campus is 5mph. Guests should not use their vehicles to travel around campus. Guests may 
park only in approved parking location (this is extremely important to ensure our maintenance and facilities team can access all 
areas of our campus).

Cell Phone Use: Cell phone signals can be spotty. We suggest enabling WiFi calling if your phone has this feature. If you find  
a good spot, stay put! To respect the Shabbat practice of others, please do not use cell phones or electronics in public spaces  
on Shabbat.

Check–In: Please note, this year all registration will take place at the Welcome Center. Check-in will begin on Friday, August 
27, from 2:00-6:00pm. All participants will drive onto campus and remain in their car as they go through orientation and take a rapid 
COVID-19 test. If you are unable to arrive during registration time, the Reception Desk will be staffed until 10:00pm for late arrivals. 
Please ring the bell at the gate to be let in. If you know you will arrive after 6:00pm please email Becca Guttman at rguttman@
ramahdarom.org in advance so that we can plan for your arrival. Please note: you cannot enter campus without proof of a  
negative PCR taken in the few days before LimmudFest and a negative rapid test taken upon arrival.

Checkout: Checkout is Sunday, August 29 at 3:00pm. Make sure to check that you’re not leaving any belongings behind.

Clothing: Our atmosphere is casual. For Shabbat you may prefer bringing dressier attire. Temperatures can drop quickly in the 
evenings and early mornings, so we suggest layering your clothes. Bring comfortable shoes and rain gear just in case!

Drinking Water: All water on our property is underground mountain spring water—great for drinking! We strongly  
recommend bringing a reusable water bottle.

Emergencies: In the event of an emergency, call 911 from any landline on campus. Be prepared to state the nature of the  
problem and your location (70 Darom Lane, Clayton, Georgia 30525). Please also dial 9300 internally or 706.782.9300  
to reach a Ramah Darom staff member and report the emergency.

Food: The Kaplan Mitchell Retreat Center at Ramah Darom is kosher certified under the Atlanta Kosher Commission. All meals will 
be served in the Dining Hall (see the daily schedule for mealtimes). Please honor this policy by not bringing in outside food  
or drink. Kosher baby food is permitted.

Games and Sports Equipment: Sports equipment, such as basketballs, Frisbees and soccer balls, are available at the Help Desk. 
All checked-out items must be returned to the Help Desk in their original condition.

Gym: For safety reasons, only guests 16 and older may use our gym. The gym, located on the ground floor of the Levine Center, is 
equipped with bikes, treadmills, an elliptical, bench press benches, CrossFit equipment, multi-purpose weight machine, medicine 
balls, gym bands and yoga mats. Please keep all gym equipment in the gym and wear a mask at all times when using the space.

Lake Usage: Boating, canoeing and other lake activities will be available on Friday and Sunday and supervised by certified  
lifeguards. Please see the schedule for activity times.
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Lodging: You will be given your lodging assignment at registration. Bed assignments in the community cabins are on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Please respect the space of those staying in the cabins. Do not go into the sleeping area of a cabin other than 
your own.

Lost & Found: The Lost and Found table is next to the stage in the Main Dining Hall. Please be sure to leave found items and  
check for lost items at this location.

Medical: For minor medical issues, first aid kits are available at the Welcome Center Reception Desk, at the Concierge Desk,  
in the Marcus Lodge Hotel community room (ground floor), in the Mountainside Retreat Hotel kitchenette (lower level), in the  
Lakeside Hotel sitting room (bottom floor), and in the Main Dining Hall. We have a medical professional on site who is on-call over 
the course of the weekend. If you need the medical attention, please go to the Help Desk or see a Ramah Darom staff member.

Missing Persons: Parents missing children and children missing parents should notify the Help Desk immediately. They will be 
able to contact a member of the Leadership Team with a walkie-talkie and help locate your family member, who is probably just 
hiding out in a fascinating session.

Prayer: All participants are welcome to join in religious prayer services throughout the weekend if they so choose. These prayer 
services are determined, led and facilitated by volun-ticipants. We are delighted to include a variety of service options over 
Shabbat. Please see the schedule for more details. We invite volunteers to lead parts of the service and/or read Torah or Haftarah. 
Please note that participation is an individual decision, therefore we cannot guarantee a specific type or size of minyan in each 
service.

Quiet Hours: Official quiet hours are from 8:00pm-7:00am for the Lakeside cabins. Note that there will be noise in the main  
areas where sessions, movies and musical events are happening. Please be respectful to others around you, especially during 
nighttime hours.

Room Keys: Hotel room keys are available upon request with a refundable deposit of $50. Keys must be returned to the 
Reception Desk at the Welcome Center prior to checkout or your deposit will not be returned.

Running & Walking Off Property: If you intend to run or walk on the road outside of our property, please be aware that there are 
dogs in the area that might not be as friendly as we at Ramah Darom are!

Shmira (Night Listening): Shmira takes place during adult evening activities. Counselors will be assigned to central spaces in the 
hotel, cabin and quiet tent areas to listen for children who wake up or need something. Counselors are there to respond to needs 
that arise but are not available to supervise bedtime. One counselor will always be available to get a parent if necessary, and every 
location will have a walkie-talkie to stay in communication. However, please note that each family will not have its own individual 
babysitter. To sign up for Shmira you must fill out a Shmira Agreement and turn it in during registration.

Smoking: Smoking is not allowed inside any building. There is a designated smoking area on the back porch outside of the  
Mountainside Dining Hall. A fee will be assessed to rooms or areas showing evidence of smoking or smoke damage.

Supervision: When your children are with their counselors during Gan and Kids Camp times, they will be fully supervised by the  
counselors. At other times, such as family time and meals, parents are responsible for the supervision of their children. 

Swimming: The pool is open for gender-specific and all-group swimming times as shown on the schedule. Please do not enter 
the pool at any other time. Lifeguards will be on duty all hours the pool is open for swimming. Children under the age of 13 MUST 
be accompanied by a parent (unless attending swim during Camp Limmud).

 
Telephones: Telephones are located in cabins and hotel rooms for your use. To call another hotel room or cabin from a campus 
phone, dial the four-digit extension for the room you are trying to reach. For a list of extension, dial 706.782.9300 and follow  
the prompts. You can also call out to any phone number in America free of charge.

Valuables: Ramah Darom is not responsible for any missing or lost items. If you are uncomfortable leaving valuables in  
your room, please leave them locked in your car (at your own risk).
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Volunteering: Daily Volunteer sign-up sheets are available at check-in. In addition, you can stop by the Help Desk to choose a task 
and to give us your name and contact information for future volun-ticipation. It isn’t too late to help out this weekend or too soon to 
help plan for the next LimmudFest!

Wireless Access: Wireless internet service is available throughout the facility via “Ramah Darom Wifi” and is not password  
protected. If you are having any issues with the WiFi, please contact Bridge Communications at 678.845.7600 to report  
the problem.

We are excited to share an engaging and innovative Shabbat program with you that provides a plurality of experiences across 
the diverse Jewish spectrum. Limmud Atlanta & Southeast brings together Jews from many backgrounds who come with a wide 
range of observance, Jewish knowledge and comfort with Jewish tradition. This Shabbat, we hope to engage each of you in a 
meaningful experience.

We encourage you to observe Shabbat in whichever way makes you feel most comfortable, while also making the day one  
of returning. Like the words of Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach in Return Again, let us try to “return to what you are, return to who you 
are”, and to use this special time with your fellow Limmudniks to return to our sense of community, embracing our differences  
as strengths.

And speaking of returning, in an exciting act of kismet, LimmudFest coincides with Selichot as we return to community and join 
together to usher in the High Holiday season. Throughout the weekend, you will have opportunities to explore this process and  
a variety of approaches to engaging in the holy work of teshuvah.

Shabbat Candle Lighting: Shabbat candle lighting in Clayton, GA is 7:48pm this week. Please do not light candles in your  
room! There are Shabbat candles for individuals to light near the Dining Hall, beginning at 6:00pm and continuing until the  
various Kabbalat Shabbat services begin. Yahrzeit candles are available upon request.

We ask that you arrive before Shabbat so that you begin the weekend at Kabbalat Shabbat with our community. In addition, arrival 
before Shabbat allows you to drive your car through campus to transport your luggage to your accommodations and park. If you 
must arrive after Shabbat begins, please park your car in the parking lot by the Welcome Center. We do have volunteers who will 
drive a golf cart for Limmudniks who are unable to walk long distances. As an extra incentive, those arriving early will have the 
opportunity to braid and decorate challah in time for Shabbat at one of our sessions.

In public spaces that cater to the entire LimmudFest group, we adhere to traditional Shabbat observance. The Limmud core  
value is that we all keep Shabbat in public areas and maintain an Eruv (a boundary creating a private living space for the Limmud  
community). We encourage you to place your phone in your room before joining the Shabbat festivities and to leave it there for 
the duration. Please also leave the lights on in corridors and bathrooms during Shabbat. We ask all Limmudniks to refrain from 
using microphones, cell phones, cameras, or computers outside of your room or cabin or in any public spaces during Shabbat. 
This request extends to the use of musical instruments except in cases of Limmud prayer services. For health, safety and security 
reasons, we will have a limited number of staff and leadership team members using walkie-talkies. 

ShabbatShabbat at LimmudFest
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Ramah DaromGan & Kids Camp @ LimmudFest 
 
Shalom Parents,  

We are so excited to spend the next few days with all of your children! Our Ramah Darom Gan and Kids Camp programs are  
designed to incorporate all of the fun of being at Camp while taking inspiration from Limmud Atlanta & Southeast’s core values. 

Our Camp counselors for the weekend are the same amazing tzevet (staff) that work here at Ramah Darom in the summer.  
These are rockstar counselors with lots of experience working with kids in an immersive Jewish environment.  

The schedule over the next few days will be fun and filled with lots of learning. A separate program guide with the Gan and Kids 
Camp schedules will be provided upon arrival. 

Please note: most programming will take place outside or under covered areas and we ask that all children 3 and up are masked 
while at Gan or Kids Camp. Read the information below carefully. We are looking forward to an awesome Shabbat together!

Gan @ LimmudFest  
 6 months-4 years old (Pre-Kindergarten)  

The Gan is located across from the Mountainside Pavilion. 

What to pack each day: Milk bottles and water bottles (we will provide solid snacks), diapers (plus storage bag  
for cloth diapers), creams, wipes, spare clothes, hat, towel, sunscreen and any comfort items (blankets, pacifiers, toys, etc.). 

Please label ALL items! All children should be wearing closed-toe shoes during Gan hours.

Please bring your child to the Gan in the afternoon already in their water play clothes and swim diaper and share  
your child’s nap schedule.

Pick up and drop off:  Times can be found in the daily schedule. Please note that the Gan will be divided into two  
groupings for the 1-2 and 3-4 year olds and each group will have slightly different schedules. For safety reasons, pick up 
and drop off must be done by a child’s parent. 

Kids Camp @ LimmudFest   
Kindergarten-6th grade

What to pack each day: Hat, sunscreen, sneakers, bathing suit, towel and water bottle.

All campers should be wearing closed-toe shoes during Kids Camp hours.

Pick up and drop off: Children in Kindergarten-3rd grade must be checked in and out of Kids Camp by an adult. 

Children in grades 4-6 are empowered to “check in and out” on their own. We ask that campers arrive at the start of 
an activity and stay for the entire duration, so that they do not disrupt the program. 

Please note that Kids Camp will be divided into two groupings and that grades K-3 and 4-6 will have slightly  
different schedules.
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LimmudFest
Your Way!

 
Use these icons to easily identify the sessions in the schedule that interest you most! 

Jewish FoodIsraeli Politics and Culture

Health and Wellness

Pool and Lake Activities

Camp and Leisure Meals and Snacks

Religious Services

Art

Jewish Culture

Family Friendly

Torah and Sacred Texts

Enviromentalism and Policy



LimmudFest at Ramah Darom 2021  15  

Friday, August 27, 2021
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

2:00-6:00pm Registration and Check-in Welcome Center

3:00-6:00pm
Canoes, Kayaks and Paddleboards on the Lake 
Relax in an Adirondack chair by the lake or enjoy lake activities under the 
supervision of certified lifeguards.

Agam (Lake)

4:00-4:45pm

Campus Tour 
Take a guided stroll through the campus to see all its amenities and  
points of interest.

Meet at Welcome  
Center Steps

Challah Braiding, Decorating and Besamim Making with Yoni Kaplan 
Experienced or want to learn how? Drop in and join Yoni to braid some 
yummy bread for Shabbat and make new friends. Challah is the traditional 
bread we share on Shabbat and holidays. Come try out various braiding 
techniques and fillings to create your own personalized loaf. We will bake it 
for you to enjoy at Friday night Shabbat dinner! You can also scoop up some 
aromatic besamim (spices) and make little sacks to pass around at Havdalah 
to welcome in a new week as Shabbat drifts away.

Levine Center Portico

Recovery Meeting with Joel Dworkin 
This is a gathering space for all people who identify as addicts, alcoholics, 
having a process addiction, or are otherwise powerless over their use once 
they start and want to experience recovery in a Jewish space and context. 
This group is closed to people seeking recovery only.

Treehouse

Kindling a Fire: Learn to Build a Fire with Roman Marks 
Fire is central to many Jewish rituals from kindling Shabbat and Chanukah 
lights to building a bonfire on Lag B'Omer, but do you know how to choose 
your wood, select a safe spot, and get it going? Come get your hands dirty 
and find out.

Meet at the Medura  
(Camp Fire Ring)

4:50-5:50pm

How to Build a Jewish Museum in 2,751,642 Steps  
with Kenneth Hoffman  
Come hear the story of how the Museum of the Southern Experience came 
to be created in New Orleans in the midst of a global pandemic, national 
political turmoil and for good measure, a couple of hurricanes.

Beit Am  
(Covered Basketball 
Court)

Women's Yoga: Welcoming Shabbat into our Lives  
with Erika Needleman  
Join in a flow yoga class where we will prepare for Shabbat from the  
inside out! Mixing a traditional yoga class with an exploration of the idea  
of Shabbat, letting go of the “doing” of our week and focusing on Being.  
For teen girls and women only. Bring your own yoga mat or use one 
provided by Ramah.

Mirpesset T'fillah  
(Mountainside 
Pavilion)

Growing Community through Jewish Agriculture  
with SJ Seldin and Amy Price  
At our roots, Judaism is a 5000+ year old agricultural tradition. How does 
engaging in growing food and stewarding land as Jews connect us to each 
other and to our tradition? Join two Jewish farmers for a hands-on session! 
We will be in conversation as we work together to plant in the garden at 
Ramah Darom. This session is for every type of grower—from aspiring to 
experienced! We hope that every person finds connection to land and 
growing food through a Jewish lens.

Ramah Garden

LimmudFest Daily Schedule
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Friday, August 27, 2021
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

6:00-6:30pm

Grab and Go Snack/Early Family Style Dinner  
Available for families with young hungry kids. Levine Center Portico

Community Candle Lighting and Singing  
Shabbat candles available for individual lighting. Share some ruach,  
and get in the Shabbat spirit before 6:30pm minyan.

Levine Center Portico

6:30-7:30pm

Evening Shabbat Service–Mechitza Minyan  
This service has a mechitza, is led by men only, and does not utilize 
musical instruments. Both men and women are invited to attend.  
Masks are required to attend this service.

Beit K'nesset  
(Spiritual Center)

Evening Shabbat Service–Egalitarian Minyan  
This service has no mechitza, is led by both men and women,  
and does not utilize musical instruments.

Mirpesset T'fillah  
(Mountainside 
Pavilion)

Musical Kabbalat Shabbat–Sandcatchers and Drew Cohen  
This is a family-friendly musical service with Sandcatchers and  
Drew Cohen overlooking the Ramah Darom lake.

Beit Am 
(Covered  
Basketball Court)

7:45-9:15pm

Shabbat Dinner  
Join the LimmudFest community for a warm welcome, Kiddush  
and traditional meal. Hand washing stations are available in the 
Dining Hall. Benchers will be available at each table.

Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

9:00-9:30pm

Volunteer Appreciation Oneg for Past, Present and  
Future Volunteers!  
All are invited to meet past and present volunticipants to get a 
treat and get inspired to join in the fun and excitement of planning 
LimmudFest and year round activities.

Pizza Patio

9:00-11:00pm Shmira (Night Listening) Available 
See LimmudFest A-Z  for more specifics!

Various Housing 
Locations

9:30-10:45pm

Bereavement (Sh'khol) and Grief in Toni Morrison's Beloved  
with Gil Frank  
Hebrew sh’khol is an essential component of the Israeli 
consciousness. Beloved is a long meditation that touches many 
fibers of the inherent connection between individual grief and 
collective sh’khol. Holocaust, wars and slavery mark our mental 
makeup. How do we remember with more love than pain, more 
engagement with life than focusing on catastrophe? During his 
wife’s dying, Frank was surrounded by the George Floyd and Covid 
hecatombs. Reading Beloved while grieving opened a conversation 
that we will explore in this session. 

Beit Am Ka-tent  
(Tent at the top  
of  Beit Am)

Jewish Sufis: From Bahya Ibn Paquda to Abrham Maimonides  
to Today with Edward Queen  
Throughout Jewish history, interactions with other traditions 
have challenged and deepened Jewish thought and practice. 
One important interaction involved the Jewish encounter with 
Islam, particularly Sufism, between the 10th and 16th centuries. 
This session explores that encounter focusing particularly on 
Maimonides’ son, Abraham, and the Safed Kabbalists.

The Ohel  
(Tent next to  
Dining Hall)
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Friday, August 27, 2021
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

9:30-10:45pm

Growing the World to Come: Jewish Agriculture and Shmita  
with SJ Seldin  
Join a Jewish farmer to dream about shmita–a year of agricultural 
and economic remission that begins this Rosh Hashanah.  
What can this piece of Jewish agrarian wisdom teach us about  
rest and restraint? How are Shabbat and shemitah related?  
What systemic inequities is shmitah designed to remediate?  
How does shmita apply to diasporized Jews living outside both  
the land and socioeconomic paradigm of shmita’s origins?  
How do we spiral more deeply into the world that shmita tries 
to create, a world in which everyone is fed? No previous shmita 
knowledge required–let’s wrestle, question, and learn together!

Beit Am  
(Covered Basketball 
Court)

Shabbat Tisch with Ariel Wolpe 
Grab a beverage and join this joyous Shabbat tradition. Gather to 
learn a niggun, sing together, learn a lesson from the sages.  
Have a story, song, or favorite melody to teach or just want to listen?  
Come on in and share a “L’chaim” with fellow Limmudniks and  
make new friends. The more the merrier! 

Pizza Patio

Couples and Conversations with Malka Packer-Monroe 
Being part of an interfaith/Jew-ish/multi-faith-however-you-define-
yourself couple can be exciting and challenging. This session offers a 
safe environment to explore your religious/cultural/spiritual lives and 
connect with other seriously dating, engaged and newly married 
Jewish/interfaith couples.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

11:00pm - 12:00am Mixing and Mingling on the Porch Levine Center Porch

Saturday, August 28, 2021
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

8:00-9:30am Breakfast Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

8:30-9:15am

Shabbat Hike (Family Friendly) with Amy Price  
We'll start off with a sense of gratitude and then explore the woods 
around Ramah Darom. The walk will take us to the waterfall located 
outside of campus where we'll explore connections with Judaism, 
prayer and nature. This is geared towards all ages.

The Ohel  
(Tent next to  
Dining Hall)

9:30-10:45am

Om Shalom: Shabbat Yoga with Donna Bogatin  
Jewish yoga is yoga-practice–meaning asana (postures),  
pranayama (breathing exercises), and meditation, just as we do  
in any contemporary yoga studio but seen through a Jewish lens.  
We will fuse Jewish ancient wisdom with modern mindfulness and 
movement practices into an inspiring and restorative practice.  
Let's meet on the mat! Shalom and Namaste.

Beit Am  
(Covered Basketball 
Court)
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Saturday, August 28, 2021
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

9:30-10:15am
Tot Shabbat with Camp Ramah Gan at LimmudFest  
A special Shabbat morning experience for young children and  
their caregivers.

Mirpesset T'fillah 
(Mountainside 
Pavilion)

9:30-11:45am

Shabbat Services–Mechitza Minyan  
Masks are required to attend this service.

Beit K'nesset  
(Spiritual Center)

Shabbat Services–Egalitarian Minyan 
Including Naming Ceremony for Baby Brent/Tescher!

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

10:45-11:45am

Shabbat Services–Alternative Musical Family Friendly 
Experience with Michael Levine 
Michael and Bonnie Levine will lead a family Shabbat service with 
a fun and meaningful mix of Hebrew kirtan chanting, folk and 
traditional tunes and original melodies. All ages are welcome to 
come. Bring a drum or shaker and be ready to sing.

Mirpesset T'fillah 
(Mountainside 
Pavilion)

12:00-1:00pm Shabbat Kiddush, Lunch and Ruach Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

1:15-6:30pm Camp Ramah at LimmudFest Activities 
Pick up and drop off for Gan: at the Gan Building and Camp: at the Beit Am (Covered Basketball Court)

1:15-2:30pm

The Shmita Cycle and the Jewish Call for Environmental 
Stewardship with Joanna Kobylivker and Myrtle Lewin  
The Biblical Shmita (Sabbatical) year begins on Rosh Hashanah next 
week. Join Myrtle Lewin and Joanna Kobylivker, two active members 
of JCAN-GA, who will share the beautiful connection between 
honoring the Shmita cycle of releasing the land and the modern day 
call to protect our environment.

The Ohel  
(Tent next to  
Dining Hall)

Biblical Dating Wasn't Very Biblical with Elizabeth Bahar  
Dating presents many challenges for us today: “Will they ghost me? 
Am I texting Ms./Mr. Right? How do we know they are the “one”? 
Should I make the first move?” When we look in the Bible, we see 
that our ancestors had some of the same struggles. Let’s look at 
a few texts together to unpack how “dating” in Biblical times was 
managed. Hint: the answers might surprise you!

Beit Am Ka-tent  
(Tent at the top  
of  Beit Am)

Israeli Politics Explained with Naomi Weinstein 
This session will introduce all the political parties that are involved 
in the government and the Knesset, highlight the principals of each 
party, and give people the opportunity to ask questions and have a 
discussion.

Levine Center Portico

Healing Waters with Jocelyn Schorvitz 
Metro Atlanta Community Mikvah (MACoM) invites guests to learn 
how the ancient ritual of mikvah helps in the healing of the body, 
mind and spirit in a uniquely Jewish way. Together we’ll explore 
the living waters and read through ceremonies created to guide us 
through difficult times.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)
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Saturday, August 28, 2021
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

1:15-2:30pm

Drumming for your Jewish Soul with Mirie Manzour  
HealthRHYTHMS® is an evidence-based, wellness drumming 
program that fosters support, camaraderie, self-respect and respect 
for others. The HealthRHYTHMS protocol consists of a series of 10 
steps that participants are guided through using the drum as a tool 
for communication and personal expression. Research has shown 
this protocol can help strengthen the immune system through an 
increase in natural killer cell activity, reduce stress and burnout rates, 
improve mood states, promote creativity and bonding, and more. 
No prior drumming or musical experience is necessary.

Mirpesset T'fillah 
(Mountainside 
Pavilion)

1:30-5:00pm Open Swimming–All Welcome Breicha (Pool)

2:45-4:00pm

Unexpected Company on Shabbat Afternoon?  
What To Do? with Barbara Flexner and Carolyn Lippman  
Learn about combining flavors as the chefs demonstrate how to 
create an assortment of quick, no cook, healthy salatim for your 
tasting discovery. These adaptable recipes can be used for the 
third meal on Shabbat or as side dishes any day with any meal. 
They even make delicious snacks! Because of the nature of this 
year's scheduling, they’d like to offer you each a useful way to attack 
this common situation. Latkes and variations will return next year, 
circumstances permitting! Limited to 20 adults and teens.

Levine Center Portico

Multiple Tales of 1948 with Rich Walter  
We will use a variety of primary sources to help better understand 
some of the varying perspectives regarding partition and the 
creation of a Jewish state as we examine what transpired in Palestine/
Israel between the passage of the Partition Plan in 1947 and the 
Armistice Agreements in 1949.

The Ohel  
(Tent next to  
Dining Hall)

The Jews of Atlanta with Mimi Brown  
Who were (and are) the Jews of Atlanta? How do individual 
experiences shape history, and how does history inform our own 
experiences in the present? With a particular focus on the roles and 
experiences of women, this session will cover the history of Jews in 
the city of Atlanta from the Gilded Age to the present day, from the 
Civil War to the Civil Rights era and beyond.

Margam 
(Lakeside Pavilion)

What Were the Prophets Really Saying? with Elizabeth Bahar 
For most Jews, we arrive in the point in the Shabbat service  
where someone reads the haftarah and we find it anti-climactic.  
Instead, we use this point in the service as an opportunity to 
“freshen-up” before the rabbi offers a sermon. Let’s join together  
to explore a few overarching themes of prophetic literature as well 
as a few tricks the prophets employed to get our attention. The 
question is…does this still work for us today? Can we use their 
methods as a basis to identify modern prophets?

Beit Am Ka-tent  
(Tent at the top  
of  Beit Am)

4:00-4:50pm

Recovery Meeting with Joel Dworkin  
This is a gathering space for all people who identify as addicts, 
alcoholics, having a process addiction, or are otherwise powerless 
over their use once they start and want to experience recovery in a 
Jewish space and context. This group is closed to people seeking 
recovery only.

Treehouse



20 LimmudFest at Ramah Darom 2021

Saturday, August 28, 2021
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

4:00-4:50pm

Snack, Schmooze and Share–Pick a Table  
Book Recommendations & Discussion 
Chess, Cards & Games  
Hebrew Conversation 
Jewish Movies and Shows  
Jewish Music 
Jewish Travel Stories 
Pandemic Simcha Stories 

The Ohel  
(Tent next to  
Dining Hall)

Building a Relationship with Ourselves–Changing Our  
Thoughts, Feelings and Actions to Become Our Greatest Selves  
(For Women and Teenage Girls) with Erika Needleman  
Let's explore the ways we think, feel and show up in our lives and 
relationships using life coaching tools and techniques to learn how 
to make the most of this gift of life we have been given. Expect to 
have fun and be interactive. 

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

Hike* with Yoni Kaplan  
Ramah Darom has many trails and sights for nature lovers to enjoy. 
Join Yoni as he shares one of the lesser known trails on campus. 
The hike has some steep and strenuous areas, so sneakers or hiking 
shoes are recommended.  
*Please note: This hike extends outside of the Ramah Darom Eruv

Meet at Pizza Patio

Hidden Gems: Non-Profit Spotlight Panel  
with Moderator Mirie Manzour  
Come learn more about some less well-known Jewish non-profit 
organizations in the community. Would you like to know what sets 
these organizations apart from others with similar missions? Curious 
to find out what makes the greatest difference in helping these 
organizations get better at what they do? If you’ve answered yes to 
these questions, then come find out about these hidden gems. You 
will hear from a panel of Jewish organizations speaking about their 
successful programs, services, resources, opportunities, and much 
more. Spotlight organizations include: 18Doors, Jewish Community 
Relations Council, JScreen, Israeli-American Council, and MACoM.

Beit Am Ka-tent  
(Tent at the top  
of Beit Am)

5:00-6:15pm

Family Hebrew Yoga and Learn to Sign the Shema and Modeh Ani 
with Andrea Waterstone  
Come take part in a kids and parents yoga practice where you will 
be led through a yoga sequence that engages Hebrew vocabulary 
simultaneously with fun playful acting. We will conclude by learning 
the American Sign Language (ASL) expression of the Shema and 
Modeh Ani prayer.

Mirpesset T'fillah 
(Mountainside 
Pavilion)

PANEL: We Were ALL at Sinai: Jewish Diversity and Inclusion 
with Tarece Johnson, Michelle Simon, Amy Cohen Efron,  
SJ Seldin and Paul Flexner (Moderator)  
A collective focus on Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion enriches 
everyone. This focus creates a stronger, holier Jewish people as we 
learn how to build welcoming, just and supportive communities with 
all Jews across differences in identity and experience. Join us as four 
panelists share their stories of being Black, disabled and queer in the 
Jewish community–the beauty and the challenges. Come ready to 
examine your assumptions about who our community includes, and 
what we need to shift within ourselves and our institutions so that our 
community will be open and welcoming to all.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)
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Saturday, August 28, 2021
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

5:00-6:15pm

The Southern Jewish Experience in 10 Artifacts  
with Kenneth Hoffman  
What do a prosthetic leg, a crazy quilt, a bagel, and a $2 bill have in 
common? With these artifacts and just a few more, you can gain a 
fairly accurate understanding of Southern Jewish history. Come hear 
how simple items from our past can tell us wonderful stories.

Welcome Center 
Portico

Death, Destruction and Despair Await: The Dangers in the 
Mystical Encounter with Edward Queen  
Popular understandings of mysticism often portray it as an easy 
approach to the Divine. Judaism, however, always has viewed the 
mystical encounter as potentially dangerous, both to the individual 
and the wider Jewish community. In this session we will examine 
Judaism's views of the mystical encounter and its destructive force. 

The Ohel  
(Tent next to  
Dining Hall)

6:20-6:45pm

Mincha/Maariv–Mechitza Minyan  
Masks are required to attend this service.

Beit K'nesset  
(Spiritual Center)

Mincha/Maariv–Egalitarian Minyan Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

6:30-7:30pm Dinner–Seudah Shlishit Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

7:35-8:45pm

Unlocking the Allusions of Amanda Gorman's Poem: “The Hill 
We Climb" with Elizabeth Bahar 
This poem offers a rich selection of allusions to biblical narrative, 
modern African American theology and poetry as well as imagery 
of the modern civil rights era. Additionally, this poem has taken the 
poetry world by storm brewing controversy regarding translation. 
(Please see the reference to the NYTimes article below). Please join 
me as we crack this poem open to admire its beauty on many levels. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/26/books/amanda-gorman-hill-
we-climb-translation.html

Beit Am Ka-tent  
(Tent at the top  
of Beit Am)

Addiction, Alcoholism and the Jewish Communal Response  
with Joel Dworkin 
There is a prevailing myth that the Jewish community is insulated 
from addiction and alcoholism; that it is a problem "for them" and 
not for us. Addiction is often seen as a moral or spiritual failing or 
a lack of will power. As a Jew in recovery from drugs and alcohol 
for the last 13 years, Joel would like to share some of his story, how 
his Judaism is integral to his sobriety and his vision for a Jewish 
response to addiction.

Treehouse

Repair the World–Stronger Together: Supporting Local 
Communities Through Direct Service with Amy Price, Clara 
Sophia Camber and Emma Burns 
Come join the Repair the World Atlanta team as we do a project that 
supports the local Clayton, GA community. You can learn about the 
work of Repair the World in Atlanta and ways to get involved!  
We’ll also discuss Jewish approaches to food justice. 

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)
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Saturday, August 28, 2021
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

Arguments for the Sake of Heaven with Leslie Anderson    
Today’s environment for public discourse has continued to 
deteriorate causing painful rifts even within the fabric of our Jewish 
community. This session will be an opportunity to learn about how an 
argument can be holy and we can use our Jewish texts and tradition 
of disagreement as a source of healing and continuing to connect as 
Jewish people.

Welcome Center 
Portico

7:35-8:45pm
Bedtime PJ Library Story with Eliana Leader 
Familes with young children are invited to a late night storytime. 
Pajama attire encouraged!

Levine Center Porch

8:50-11:00pm

Havdalah & S'mores with Ariel Wolpe and Friends  
As we leave behind a memorable Shabbat, join friends old and new for a musical 
ceremony to welcome the new week.

Beit Am  
(Covered Basketball 
Court)

Limmud Gala Featuring Sandcatchers
Beit Am  
(Covered Basketball 
Court)

9:00-11:45pm Shmira (Night Listening) Available  
See LimmudFest A-Z  for more specifics!

Various Housing 
Locations

11:05-11:45pm

Selichot Service–Mechitza  
Masks are required to attend this service.

Beit K'nesset  
(Spiritual Center)

Musical Selichot Service with Yoni Kaplan and Michael Levine  
Kick off the Jewish High Holiday season with this musical exploration 
of reflection and rebirth. Found in Ashkenazic and Sephardic 
customs dating back to the 9th century, Selichot (literally translated 
‘repentances’) are traditionally recited as a series of prayers in the 
Hebrew month of Elul. Using a mix of experimental electronic music, 
live instruments, call-and-response chants, and visualizations, this 
session offers an alternative to the traditional text-based service.

The Ohel  
(Tent next to  
Dining Hall)

11:10pm-12:00am

Sippin' and Smokin' and Not So Vicey Vices  
with Jerry Blumenthal and Paul Flexner  
An evening savoring single malt and cigars overlooking the lake as 
we remember the characters of our past: Winston Churchill, Groucho 
Marx, Milton Berle and George Burns. (Who remembers them?) 
Enjoy the tastes and smells of our rich heritage and share stories and 
a bit of tradition. Bring your own smokes and spirits to share!

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

11:00pm-1:00am Mingling on the Porch Levine Center Porch
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Sunday, August 29, 2021
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

7:45-8:45am

Shacharit Service - Mechitza Minyan Beit K'nesset  
(Spiritual Center)

Shacharit Service - Egalitarian MInyan Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

8:00-9:15am Breakfast Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

9:00-10:00am Hike with Joel Dworkin Meet at the Pizza Patio

9:15-9:25am Shofar Blowing for Elul with Howie Slomka Kikar (Activity Field)

9:30am-12:30pm
Canoes, Kayaks and Paddleboards on the Lake Lake

Camp Ramah at LimmudFest 
Pick up and Drop off for Gan: at the Gan Building and for Camp: at the Beit Am (Covered Basketball Court)

9:30-10:20am

Ottoman Sephardi Jews in the U.S. South with Mimi Brown   
In 1906, Ralph Nace Cohen arrived in Montgomery, Alabama 
from the Island of Rhodes, a small island off the coast of what is 
now Turkey, then the Ottoman Empire. Why did Cohen and his 
contemporaries choose the Deep South? How did they respond 
to events like Leo Frank's trial? This session will cover the history 
of those like Cohen who made Atlanta, Georgia and Montgomery, 
Alabama their home in the early twentieth century and a general 
history of Sephardi Jews in the U.S. South.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

Deaf Perspectives on Art with Amy Cohen Efron  
(ASL Interpreter present) This session will introduce the history and 
concept of Deaf View Image Art (De'VIA) and Jewish Deaf View 
Image Art (JeDe'VIA). Cohen Efron will share her own perspective 
and show artworks which incorporate themes as a Deaf Jewish 
woman, how De'VIA/JeDe'VIA artworks impacted change in the 
larger community, and how the Georgia Jewish community can be 
more inclusive towards Jewish deaf people.

Welcome Center 
Portico

VIRTUAL: Honey on the Page: Yiddish Children's Literature 
with Miriam Udel  
Take a "tour" of the places, themes, and ideological perspectives 
represented in the anthology Honey on the Page: A Treasury of 
Yiddish Children's Literature. The presentation will include a brief 
historical overview as well as readings of poems and stories. Ideal 
for multiple generations to enjoy together.

The Ohel  
(Tent next to  
Dining Hall)
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Sunday, August 29, 2021
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

9:30-10:20am

Musical Session and Discussion with Sandcatchers  
The world of music is a vast one and gets closer and more 
tightly knit every day. As cultures collide, embrace and interact in 
meaningful and artistic ways, the music that has been created is full 
of depth and unique stories. Led by Yoshie Fruchter, Sandcatchers 
will break down approaches they’ve explored for integrating 
different styles into their unique sound in a way that is both tasteful 
and respectful of the cultures from which it comes. Participants 
will also gain insight into the way Jewish music has shaped their 
approach to composition, performance and music as a whole.

Beit Am Ka-tent  
(Tent at the top  
of Beit Am)

10:00-10:55am

Canoe and Kayak Emergency Tips and Clinic including How to 
Right a Capsized Boat with Roman Marks  
Pikuach nefesh (watching over a soul) is the principle in Jewish law 
that the preservation of human life overrides virtually any other 
religious rule. Learn how to do a canoe/kayak rescue in the water. 
Wear a bathing suit and prepare to get wet.

Boathouse/Dock

Swimming-Male only Breicha (Pool)

10:30-11:20am

On a Roll: The Inside Story of the Mezuzah 
with Rabbi Ariel Asa  
Come by for a presentation into what goes into writing a mezuzah 
scroll. Topics to be covered include: the training of the sofer; 
the parchment, ink and quill; some of the deeper lessons of the 
mezuzah; and an actual demonstration of the letters being written.

Levine Center Portico

VIRTUAL: Stories of The Shanghai Jewish Ghetto  
with Jonathan Low  
Jonathan will talk about his father’s family and their escape from Nazi 
Germany through Shanghai, China. He will also discuss his maternal 
grandparents’ escape from Nazi Germany that included survival of a 
sinking ship, subsequent romance and life in La Paz, Bolivia.

The Ohel  
(Tent next to  
Dining Hall)

Why Should Black Lives Matter? with John Eaves  
The Black Lives Matter Movement is a grassroots movement as well 
as an organization—whose mission is to eradicate white supremacy 
and build local power to intervene in violence inflicted on Black 
communities. The movement comprises many views and a broad 
array of demands, but they center on criminal justice reform. 
While many people of all persuasions support the Black Lives 
Matter Movement, including many Jews, it has not gone without 
controversy. A few within the Jewish community consider the 
movement to be antisemitic and/or racist. How do you as a Jew feel? 
This session will discuss the myths and misconceptions of the Black 
Lives Matter Movement and address whether it should matter to Jews.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

10:30-11:20am

Craft Your Own Judaica Bracelet with Donna Bogatin  
Gems and jewelry are of divine nature in Judaism. Precious jewels 
fell with manna from heaven in the desert; the Ten Commandments 
were engraved upon sapphire tablets; the Torah obligates adorning 
one's spouse with jewelry…let's welcome Torah wisdom of stones 
and personal adornments within our lived Jewish experience. 
70Facets™ Spiritual Jewelry hands-on interactive workshop sparks 
individual artistic creativity and intellectual curiosity. Enjoy communal 
inspiration while crafting your own Torah infused original design 
gemstone bracelet. All components supplied, no experience 
necessary. Limited to 15 adults and teens

Beit Am Ka-tent  
(Tent at the top  
of  Beit Am)
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Sunday, August 29, 2021
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

10:30-11:20am
Family Concert with Heather Blake and Allan Taffel  
In this fun family concert, we will sing songs of joy from the  
High Holidays to camp favorites. We encourage you to sing  
and dance along.

Beit Am  
(Covered Basketball 
Court)

11:00-11:55am Swimming-Female only Breicha/Pool

11:30am-12:20pm

Israel's Diversity Through Popular Culture and Video  
with Rich Walter  
Using clips from Israeli television and music, we will look at how 
challenges related to Israel's diversity are expressed in its popular 
culture.

Beit Am  
(Covered Basketball 
Court)

VIRTUAL: Creating a Caring Community and Supporting a Loved 
One Facing Cancer with Sharsheret & Eve Reingold Kleinerman  
For someone facing illness, support from friends and family is 
critically important, as is support from the greater community. 
Explore how to ensure inclusion of members facing difficult 
circumstances where both the individual member and community 
benefit. Furthermore, learn practical tips and the best ways to 
support a friend or loved one facing serious illness. We will also 
share resources Sharsheret can offer friends and family of breast  
and ovarian cancer patients.

The Ohel  
(Tent next to  
Dining Hall)

Recovery Meeting with Joel Dworkin  
This is a gathering space for all people who identify as addicts, 
alcoholics, having a process addiction, or are otherwise powerless 
over their use once they start and want to experience recovery in a 
Jewish space and context. This group is closed to people seeking 
recovery only.

Treehouse

Mezuzah Making from the Outside In with Adina Rudisch  
If you have a door, you have a place for a mezuzah. Let your inner 
artist shine as you create a unique mezuzah case to take home.

Levine Center Portico

Becoming a Better Ally and Self-Advocate with Victoria Raggs  
Gain social justice actionable takeaways through a Jewish lens. 
Become a better ally and a stronger self-advocate by upholding and 
applying Jewish values and principles to foster a culture of safety, 
belonging and inclusion. Learn how to navigate and engage in 
constructive, honest discussions regarding racial and social justice 
within and outside Jewish communities. Learn to better understand 
ourselves so that we can more powerfully impact the world without 
causing harm to others.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

12:00-2:30pm Shuk Tables Open–Craft Fair and Information from Presenters, Partners  
and Organizations Lakeside Dining Hall

12:30-1:25pm Lunch and 2022 Volunteer Sign Up Chadar Ochel 
(Dining Hall)
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Sunday, August 29, 2021
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

1:30-2:20pm

Jewish Duty to Vote with John Eaves 
The U.S. Civil Rights Movement was a grassroots effort led by Blacks 
to eradicate de facto segregation, discrimination, and racism in the 
American South during the 1950s through 1968. Many Americans, 
including Jews, joined the movement, protested and marched along 
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., John Lewis, Rosa Parks, Rev. Andrew 
Young and Fannie Lou Hamer. One successful outcome of the Civil 
Rights Movement was the passage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, 
which granted Blacks the right to vote. The historical relationship 
between Blacks and Jews was recently re-ignited during the Senate 
runoff election in Georgia with the victories of the first Black and 
Jewish senators elected here. The Black vote, coupled with the 
Jewish vote, propelled these men to victories. These victories in 
Georgia have resulted in what have been called voter suppression 
laws being enacted in Georgia and other parts of the United States, 
and many consider this to be a throwback to the Jim Crow era.  
This session will discuss voting trends of Jews, Georgia's new  
voting law, and what role Jews can play in future elections in  
Georgia and elsewhere.

The Ohel  
(Tent next to  
Dining Hall)

Partner Israeli Dancing with Mike Century  
Come with a partner or be matched with one to learn the basic steps 
of Israeli dance and incorporate them into Israeli partner dancing. 
Other more traditional dance steps will be part of the choreography 
of the dances that will be taught. No experience is necessary.  
We may also change partners during the teaching, depending on 
current protocols. The goal of the session is to have fun and develop 
an appreciation of partner Israeli dancing.

Beit Am  
(Covered Basketball 
Court)

Making a Personalized Mikvah Bag with Jocelyn Schorvitz  
Join Metro Atlanta Community Mikvah (MACoM) in a fun-filled, 
creative art project. Learn about the 7 Kavanot (Intentions) of Mikvah 
Preparation while creating a personalized mikvah bag (toiletry bag) 
filled with supplies. Limited to 15 adults and teens.

Beit Am Ka-tent  
(Tent at the top  
of  Beit Am)

The Shofar that Lives On: How It Survived the Holocaust  
and the Family Stories Behind It with Naomi Weinstein  
Naomi will tell the story of her father and the shofar during  
the Holocaust.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

2:30-2:40pm Drawing for Free LimmudFest 2022 Registration 
Must be present at 2:30pm session to win!!! Kikar (Activity Field)

3:00pm See You Next Year!
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Leslie Anderson is the Executive Director 
of the Jewish Community Relations 
Council (JCRC) of Atlanta. Prior to her 
current position, Leslie served on the 
JCRC of Atlanta board and has served on 
her synagogue board for six years. Leslie 
has a background in community mental 

health, working with at-risk youth and families, including 
unaccompanied minors crossing the border into the U.S. She 
currently serves on the North Fulton Improvement Network and 
the boards of the Multifaith Initiative to End Mass Incarceration 
Strategic Planning and the Georgia Interfaith Public Policy 
Center. In her current position, she serves as a Jewish voice in 
community coalitions and advocates for and with the Jewish 
community at the state and national legislative levels. She has a 
B.A. in Journalism and an M.A. in Clinical Psychology. Leslie is 
from Tulsa, Oklahoma and has lived in Roswell, Georgia, since 
2007 with her husband, four daughters, three cats and two 
dogs. She loves to read, play tennis and be in nature.

Ariel Asa has been a member of the Atlanta 
Jewish community since 1995. He did his 
rabbinic training in Jerusalem, and the first 
community he served as an educator was 
in Savannah. He was a day school educator 
and hospice chaplain (not concurrently) 
for several years upon moving to Atlanta 

and now primarily serves as a mohel and sofer (scribe). He is 
married to Michele and they are blessed with children and 
grandchildren.

Elizabeth Bahar was ordained in 2009 by 
Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute 
of Religion, where she also earned her 
Master of Arts in Hebrew Letters. She was 
recognized by The Forward as one of 
“America’s 33 Most Inspirational Rabbis” 
in 2015. She joined the Temple Beth Israel 

Macon family on June 1, 2020, after serving at Congregation 
Ahavath Chesed in Jacksonville beginning on July 1, 2018. 
Prior to that, she served as spiritual leader of Temple B’nai 
Sholom in Huntsville, Alabama, for nine years. During her 
tenure there, she won widespread recognition for promoting 
the congregation’s inclusiveness, innovative programming 
and welcoming all who entered its doors. The values and 
traditions she cherishes, and her commitment to fostering 
the closest relationship possible between congregation and 
clergy, are central to her new role at Temple Beth Israel. She is 
currently in a doctoral program at Hebrew Union College with 
a concentration on Hebrew Bible. Rabbi Bahar is the proud 
parent of a daughter, Aiden, and two sons, David and Daniel.

Heather Blake is the Director of 
Engagement at Congregation 
Etz Chaim and has worked there since 2016. 
In this role, she works on both in-reach 
within the congregation as well as outreach 
to create partnerships in the Jewish 
community and beyond. Heather received 

her dual M.A. in Near Eastern and Judaic Studies and Jewish 
Professional Leadership from Brandeis University in 2015. 
Before graduate school, she attended Florida State University 
(FSU) and then worked at Temple Israel in Tallahassee, Florida 
for five years. She enjoyed being in a school that offered a 
musical theatre major and then being part of the acapella 
group Acabelles at FSU. Heather is married to Justin Blake and 
they have a daughter named Shira.

Jerry Blumenthal has been a retired 
cardiologist since October 2020 who 
enjoys an “occasional” cigar. He also enjoys 
discussing good and safe cigar smoking.

Donna Bogatin is founder of 70Facets™ 
Spiritual Jewelry and a certified Yogi! There 
are 70 facets of Torah teachings.  
70 Facets™ pairs Jewish discovery with 
custom boutique jewelry-making to 
creatively foster meaningful connection and 
learning. Infused with Torah, 70Facets™ 

has one-of-a-kind designs which express 5781 years of shared 
Jewish narrative. These hand-forged pieces of jewelry transform 
into personal vessels of spirituality to be worn (literally) close to 
the heart. Yoga practice also helps open our hearts, supporting 
spiritual transformation. 70Facets™ Spiritual Jewelry is a proud 
partner of Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta.

Mimi Brown is an historian and doctoral 
student at the University of Michigan. Her 
research interests include the modern 
Sephardi diaspora and American Jewish 
history. Her M.A. thesis, From the Eastern 
Mediterranean to the Deep South: 
Ottoman Jewish Émigrés in 20th-Century 

Montgomery and Atlanta, examines the transnational networks 
and communal organization of the Ottoman Sephardi Jews 
who immigrated to Atlanta, Georgia and Montgomery, 
Alabama in the early twentieth century. Mimi grew up in 
Charlotte, North Carolina and spent her summers at sleepaway 
camp in northern Georgia. Mimi lives in Ann Arbor with her 
husband and their cat, Gravy, and is thrilled to be attending 
LimmudFest for the first time.

PresentersLimmudFest 2021 Presenters
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Emma Burns is originally from San 
Jose, California and just graduated 
from Elon University in North Carolina 
where she studied Human Services and 
Spanish. At Elon, Emma’s passions for 
social justice, human connection, the 
Spanish language and cultures and the 

environment flourished through her studies while she worked 
with community partners and spent time living and studying in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. Emma is very excited to be a Repair 
the World Fellow in Atlanta, delving into a new community with 
hopes of furthering these passions and exploring new ones. 
In her free time, she loves being outside, spending time with 
friends, cooking, reading, trying new restaurants, and taking 
photos.

Clara Sophia Camber (she/her/hers) is 
passionate about creating community 
through opportunity-making. She bobs 
between learner and teacher and is 
particularly interested in food justice and 
all of its intersections. Clara Sophia comes 
to Atlanta from Virginia, where she grew up 

and studied Global Development and Gender and Sexuality. 
As a second-year fellow, her work with Repair the World Atlanta 
includes serving with PAWkids in Grove Park and facilitating 
service learning for fellow young Jews in Atlanta.

Mike Century became involved in Israeli 
dance more than thirty years ago when 
he attended a beginner’s Israeli dance 
class in Palo Alto, California. Since then, 
he has taught Israeli dance in the Atlanta 
area and in Dallas, Pittsburgh, and Boise. 
Mike especially enjoys dancing to the 

choreographies of Israeli partner dances. Israeli dance 
incorporates many different dance styles that are influenced 
by the variety of Israelis’ countries of origin. Today he would 
like to preserve and pass this dance tradition to the Jewish 
community, especially to the younger Jewish generations.  
Mike grew up in Bloomington-Normal in Central Illinois,  
studied mathematics and statistics at Tulane University and 
graduate business at Carnegie Mellon University. Some of his 
hobbies are traveling, outdoor recreation, basketball, cinema, 
and Israeli dancing.

Drew Cohen is a multi-faceted musician, 
song and prayer leader, teacher and 
life-cycle officiant. Among his many and 
varied gigs, he has been the music program 
director at the Weber School in Atlanta 
and a board member of the Atlanta Jewish 
Music Festival (AJMF), now Neranenah.

Joel Dworkin is the Program Manager 
for HAMSA (Helping Atlantans Manage 
Substance Abuse) at JF&CS, a long-time  
summer camp outdoor educator and  
new-ish rebbetzin at Congregation Or 
Hadash in Sandy Springs.

John H. Eaves has been engaged in 
public service work since his days at 
Morehouse College, where he received 
his undergraduate degree. Following his 
graduation from Morehouse, John served 
as National Director of the NCAA Volunteer 
for Youth Program and then as the 

Southeast Regional Director of the Peace Corps before moving 
into an 11-year tenure as Chairman of the Fulton County 
Commission. Along the way, John received his M.A. at Yale 
and his Ph.D. at the University of South Carolina. He is currently 
running for the Secretary of State of Georgia in addition to his 
duties as executive director of the Global Youth Ambassadors; 
serving as a lecturer in political science at Spelman College 
and hosting an interview show on AIB (Atlanta Interfaith 
Broadcasters). John often speaks about his “Black and Jewish” 
identity as an active member of the Jewish community, having 
served on The Temple’s Rothschild Social Justice Institute, as a 
board member of the American Jewish Committee of Atlanta, 
the JCRC of Atlanta, and the Atlanta Jewish Film Festival.  
John is the proud father of two grown children.

Amy Cohen Efron earned a specialist 
degree in School Psychology at Gallaudet 
University in Washington, DC and started 
her professional career as a school 
psychologist in 1992. Over the last 28 years, 
she has worked for a nonprofit organization, 
several state schools for the Deaf, and a  

residential treatment center for Deaf children. As a longtime 
community activist, advocate, and most recently, artivist,  
Cohen Efron founded the websites “Deaf World as Eye See 
It” (2006-2012) and “AEfron Arts and Culture” (2018-present), 
where she can express her thoughts in English, American 
Sign Language and fine arts. Cohen Efron has published 
approximately 120 written posts and produced more than  
140 ASL videos covering a wide range of Deaf-related subjects. 
As of 2015, Cohen Efron created over 300 artworks and 
participated in Inktober Challenges over the last four years. 
Cohen Efron uses her artistic talents using various mediums 
(ink, watercolor, acrylic, oil and digital) to elevate important 
issues from a unique perspective as a Deaf Jewish woman.  
Amy lives with her beloved companion, a black lab/basenji mix, 
J.R., and she will always find time dabbling in arts and activism 
for a positive social change.
 

Barbara Flexner is a Jewish wife, mother, 
grandmother and sister. Barbara views 
food through the lens of a cultural 
anthropologist. She is a retired architect and 
a working artist. Food is one passion that 
she shares with many people.

Paul Flexner loves to drive and show his 
M.G.’s around Atlanta, in the North Georgia 
Mountains and around the country. He is 
also a lover of single malt Scotch, which 
led him on a journey to Scotland a few 
years back where he visited 7 distilleries, 
communed with the sheep that outnumber 

the local population, drove on single lane roads and returned 
with a boatload of tales about how Scotch is produced. In his 
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past life, he spent 35 years as a Jewish educator and 14 years 
as an Instructor of Cognitive Development at GSU. He is also a 
Past President of Limmud Atlanta & Southeast.

Gil Frank was born and educated in France. 
Living as an Israeli for 40 years, he split his 
time between kibbutz and Jerusalem. He 
studied Machshevet Israel (Jewish Thought) 
and Philosophy at Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem. Since 2003 he has lived 
in Atlanta as an activist in the food and 

housing justice movement. Gil has studied and participated 
with the Shdemot founder group, learned with Yariv Ben 
Aharon, and in 2021 created a small intimate Jewish text study 
group to honor his wife Yocheved Koplowitz, who died last 
year and with whom he studied Maimonides and others. Frank 
is passionate about music, especially Opera, and a big fan of 
Tomer Zvulon’s work with the Atlanta opera. He also enjoys 
coffee making, practicing Tai Chi, writing and people.  
He is studying to be a certified grief educator.

Kenneth Hoffman was born in Houston 
and raised in Baton Rouge. He earned a 
B.A. and an M.A. in history from Tulane 
University and spent a year studying history 
at the University of Bristol in Great Britain. 
Kenneth has worked as a grant writer 
for the New Orleans Museum of Art and 

as the curator of education at the Louisiana State Museum. 
From 2004-06, Kenneth served as president of the Louisiana 
Association of Museums, leading the association through the 
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. He recently ended an eighteen-
year tenure as director of education at The National WWII 
Museum, which he helped open on June 6, 2000. Kenneth  
is currently the Executive Director of the Museum of the 
Southern Jewish Experience, which opened in New Orleans 
in May 2021. Kenneth, his wife and their two daughters live 
in New Orleans’ Black Pearl neighborhood yet don’t eat at 
Camellia Grill nearly enough!

Yoni Kaplan is a designer living in Atlanta. 
He is married to Eliana Leader and the dad 
of girls Aria and Solelle. He is passionate 
about music, the outdoors and making 
all sorts of things. In the past year, he has 
continued his love of cooking and finally 
faced his fear of baking. Yoni is a former 

LimmudFest YAD and Fest Chair and current Limmud Atlanta 
Southeast board member and volunteer.

Eve Reingold Kleinerman is the Illinois 
Regional Director of Sharsheret and is a 
graduate of Benjamin N. Cardozo School 
of Law. Eve oversees Sharsheret’s office 
in the Greater Chicago area, and all local 
programmatic efforts including outreach, 
education, partnership development and 

fundraising. Sharsheret, a national non-profit organization, 
improves the lives of Jewish women and families living with  
or at increased genetic risk for breast or ovarian cancer  
through personalized support and saves lives through 
educational outreach.

Joanna Kobylivker is the current chair 
of the Jewish Climate Action Network of 
Georgia (JCAN-GA) and most recently 
has an affiliation with Georgia Interfaith 
Power and Light (GIPL) to formally partner 
with the Jewish community. Joanna 
received a B.S. in Economics from Barnard 

College and a M.A. in Public Health from Emory University. 
After working in project management for Emory Healthcare 
and Emory University for ten years, Joanna pursued her 
passion for sustainability through various volunteer roles 
in the Atlanta Public Schools system and in her religious 
community. Her recent appointment with JCAN-GA and GIPL 
serve to strengthen her commitment and abilities to promote 
environmental stewardship in the Jewish community. When 
she is not picking out recyclables from trash cans, Joanna can 
be found baking small batch chocolate baklava (chaklava) 
and chasing her two boys and dog around the streets of 
Morningside.

Michael Levine is a singer-songwriter & 
music geek who loves to create & inspire. 
He is a prolific creator with 4 CDs as a 
singer-songwriter and 6 CDs for children 
through his music & movement company 
The Learning Groove.  In the studio, he 
produced the music for the NY Times 

bestselling Pete The Cat picture books by Eric Litwin & James 
Dean.  In concert he moves effortlessly between heartfelt folk 
tunes, silly sing-alongs & just rockin’ out, creating community 
and leaving his audiences inspired to learn & grow.  And don’t 
forget the gadgets!  He uses iPads, iPods, foot pedals, screens, 
projectors, his guitar & percussion loops on stage while singing 
out loud or soft, telling musical stories and getting the crowd to 
join in together.

Myrtle Lewin came to Atlanta in 1983 to 
teach mathematics at Agnes Scott College 
after living, studying and working in 
Wisconsin, England, Israel and South Africa. 
She soon started planting trees and has not 
stopped. After a nearly 50-year career in 
academia, she is now retired, doing largely 

Jewish environmental work. She leads the Greening Group at  
Ahavath Achim Synagogue, has coordinated the Tu B’Shevat 
tree planting in Atlanta for the past 9 years and is thrilled to be 
part of JCAN-GA.

Carolyn Lippman is a die-hard Limmudnik 
who has served on just about every 
committee since LimmudFest began and 
has enjoyed it all. Formerly she could 
be found teaching elementary school, 
religious school and Holocaust education. 
Carolyn is a lifelong learner and the proud 

grandmother of a delightful 2 year old. Experimenting with 
recipes of different cultures and cuisines is a hobby she enjoys. 
At Limmudfest, she and Barbara Flexner continue to have fun 
presenting recipes and demonstrations for tasty creations. 
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Jonathan Low, son of Esther and Steven 
Low Z”L, is a first generation American 
whose parents were both survivors. His 
grandparents and dad escaped Nazi 
Germany and have fascinating stories of 
resilience. Jonathan is a cybersecurity 
expert and curriculum engineer, Georgia 

Tech cybersecurity instructor, avid guitar player and a 
disappointed Atlanta sports team lover. He resides in Atlanta 
with his wife Heather, daughter Florie and dog Phoebe.

Mirie Manzour grew up in Phoenix, 
Arizona and moved to Atlanta four years 
ago from sunny California. She holds an 
M.S. in Gerontology and a Doctorate in 
Public Health. Over the last three years, 
Mirie has worked for a geriatric care 
management company servicing more than 

five counties. She currently runs her own elder and dementia 
care management company where she assesses and identifies 
older adults’ strengths and needs, establishes goals and plans 
of care and manages and monitors ongoing needs for care. 
Prior to moving to Atlanta, Dr. Manzour worked in academia 
and held teaching appointments in Integrative Health Studies, 
Community Health Education and Lifelong Learning.  
Mirie recently got married and lives with her husband in Buford, 
Georgia. She recently said goodbye to her affectionate bulldog 
after 9 years of his love and companionship.

Roman Marks says, “I am very old!” For the 
past 60 years he has been obsessed with 
all kinds of outdoor activities: canoeing, 
kayaking, hiking, backpacking, mountain 
climbing, skiing and running. Additionally, 
he enjoys contra dancing and playing chess 
or board games, preferring games of skill to 

those of chance. He likes to cook rather than to eat out. Roman 
loves to travel and so far has visited 67 countries. Since 1988 he 
has led trips for Bosch LLC, Medical University of South Carolina 
(MUSC) and continues to do so for anyone who dares to go 
with him!

Felicia Mayer has served as the Director 
of Operations for JScreen at Emory 
University since 2016. Her expertise and 
background are in mental health and 
non-profit management. She previously 
served as Chief Executive Officer of Family 
Counseling Services of Greater Miami 

(FCS), a ninety-one year old non-profit dedicated to improving 
the lives of Miami-Dade County children and families. Working 
with the JScreen program combines all of her interests and has 
strengthened her connection to the Jewish community.  
Ms. Mayer lives in Decatur with her husband and two daughters.

Erika Needleman is a birth coach, yoga 
teacher, student mentor at Emory, aspiring 
children’s book author and now a Teen and 
Adult Life Coach. She lived with Swamis on 
an Ashram, worked on a Christian Mission 
in the Dominican Republic and became a 
‘card carrying’ Orthodox Jew 13 years ago. 

She is passionate about helping young women access their 
power and show up to life with joy, positivity and strength.  
Erika currently gives workshops in schools, camps and youth 
groups, coaches clients one on one, teaches yoga and is the 
mother of 4 beautiful children.

Malka Packer-Monroe is deeply 
committed to helping interfaith couples 
and their families find deeper meaning 
in both their spiritual and daily lives. As a 
rabbi, educator and director at 18Doors in 
Atlanta, she is proud to provide interfaith 
workshops, programming and counseling, 

along with officiating weddings and baby naming ceremonies. 
Rabbi Packer-Monroe was ordained from the Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College in 2014. She and her wife welcomed a baby 
in July of 2019 and are enjoying time together as a family.

Amy Price loves all things outdoors and has 
been fully engaged in turning her home into 
a homestead and garden oasis. For the past 
2 years, Amy has been working with Repair 
the World and will be wearing that hat while 
presenting at Limmud. She also supports 
people of all abilities to find employment 

opportunities and to dream big for their lives. While spending 
time at Isabella Friedman working for The Teva Learning Center 
doing outdoor environmental education, she developed her 
passion for exploring the connection between Judaism and the 
environment. Amy also spent time farming at a youth village in 
Rwanda. She lives in Chamblee, Georgia with her husband,  
son and growing numbers of chickens and beehives.

Edward Queen is an historian by training, 
with avocational interests in the history 
of Kabbalism, Jewish magic, esotericism, 
Jerusalem, and Zionist thought. He and 
his entire family are longtime Limmudniks, 
having been involved in Limmud Atlanta  
& Southeast almost from the beginning.  

A member of Kehillat Ohr Hatorah and Shearith Israel, where  
he is on the Religious Life Committee, Edward currently serves 
on the boards of Limmud Atlanta & Southeast and Limmud 
North America. He also teaches for the Lisa F. Brill Institute for 
Jewish Learning. Edward has a commitment to ensuring that 
greater attention is paid to the history and contributions of 
Sephardic and Mizrachi Jews.
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Victoria Raggs is the co-founder and 
Executive Director of AJOCC, The Atlanta 
Jews of Color Council. She is a progressive 
strategist, DEI consultant, and disability 
rights advocate. Victoria serves on the 
Jewish Family & Career Services (JF&CS) 
Board of Directors and their Board 

Governance Committee; the American Jewish Committee 
(AJC) Atlanta’s Board of Counselors; is a co-chair of the Black 
and Jewish Coalition of Atlanta; and also participates as a Core 
leader with Bend the Arc, Atlanta. Victoria was selected for 
the 2020-2021 cohort of the Jewish Women’s Fund of Atlanta 
(JWFA) Agents of Change program. She is the mother of 
four, whose children have attended Atlanta Jewish Academy 
(AJA), Epstein and Weber schools. Her family regularly attends 
Congregation B’nai Torah.

Adina Rudisch is Program Manager of 
Limmud Atlanta & Southeast. She is also a 
music teacher with The Music Class, and 
a member of Shir Harmony, Atlanta’s only 
Jewish women’s a cappella group. She is 
known to many as “Morah Adina,” after 
having taught music at Jewish Preschools 

around the Atlanta area for over 15 years. She holds an MAT in  
Elementary Education from the University of Charleston and a 
B.A. from Washington University in English and Theatre. When 
she is not teaching or promoting Limmud, she enjoys cooking, 
crafting, kayaking, hiking, camping and spending time with her 
family. If you would like to practice your French or Russian,  
she will be happy to oblige.

Sandcatchers is a Middle Eastern-
Americana mashup that grew out of a 
weekly residency at Cheryl’s Global Soul 
restaurant in Brooklyn. The quartet—oud 
player and composer Yoshie Fruchter  
(John Zorn’s Tzadik records), Michael Bates, 
Myk Freedman, and Shai Wetzer—explores 

the unprecedented combination of the oud, an instrument 
with centuries of history beginning in pre-Islamic Persia and 
Turkey, and the lap steel, a more recent invention with roots 
in the American South. These musicians bring their varying 
backgrounds, specialties and improvisational voices together 
to create a vibrant new sound. The name Sandcatchers, 
“catching sand”, references something of an impossibility. 
Fruchter likes the idea that this band is always searching, never 
satisfied. He says each member of the band is deeply inspired 
by the history and tradition of their chosen instrument, but even 
more driven to turn that inspiration into music that is new and 
fresh. Fruchter’s religious Jewish background also plays a part 
in the sound and personality of the band. He feels like his music 
is aptly representative of a culture known for wandering and 
that for every moment of beauty we achieve, there’s another 
one waiting around the corner to try and chase down.

Jocelyn Schorvitz is the Executive Director 
at MACoM, Metro Atlanta Community 
Mikvah. Jocelyn has worked in education 
and Jewish nonprofit in Atlanta for over 
20 years and has been with MACoM since 
June of 2019. MACoM holds a special place 
in Jocelyn’s heart, as it is a truly unique 

space. It is the only mikvah in Atlanta open to the entire Jewish 
community regardless of one’s affiliation, observance level, 
sexual orientation or capacity for physical mobility. At MACoM, 
the possibilities for traditional and non-traditional immersions 
are almost limitless. Since coming to MACoM, Jocelyn has 
taught and developed dozens of mikvah education programs 
and is excited to present at LimmudFest for the first time.
 

SJ Seldin (they/them/their pronouns)  
is co-founder and board chair of Jewish 
Farmer Network, a farmer-founded 
nonprofit that connects Jewish agrarians to 
community, education and resources at the 
intersections of Judaism and agriculture. 
SJ is also a co-founder and farmer/steward 

at Yesod Farm+Kitchen, a Jewish community farm dedicated 
to collective liberation through Jewish agriculture, mutual aid  
and growing relationships across differences on 16 acres of 
ancestral Tsalaguwetiyi (Cherokee) and Catawba lands near 
Asheville, North Carolina. Learn more about their projects 
at jewishfarmernetwork.org and yesodfarm.org. SJ loves to 
mikvah (ritually immerse) in wild living waters, get to know 
plants and people and dream about Olam Ha’Ba (the World  
to Come). They love asking and receiving questions grounded 
in curiosity and kindness. SJ dislikes small talk but would 
be glad to chat about Indigenous sovereignty, creating 
communities of care, Jewish agricultural wisdom, queerness, 
gender, assimilation, antisemitism, dismantling systems of  
oppression and composting ancestral trauma.

Michelle Simon is a native Atlantan who has 
been a volunteer in the community since 
she was a teenager. Michelle is currently 
involved with the Jewish Abilities Alliance, 
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta, the 
Atlanta Jewish Foundation, Birthright Israel, 
the MJCCA, the Auxiliary of the William 

Breman Jewish Home and Creating Connected Communities. 
She earned a BSBA in Finance with a minor in Economics 
and Art History from Washington University in St. Louis and 
a J.D. from Columbia Law School. After a successful and 
satisfying career at Wilke, Farr and Gallagher (NYC), Goldman 
Sachs (NYC), Lennar Corporation (Miami) and LNR Property 
Corporation (Atlanta), she decided to retire after giving birth 
to her third son and has devoted her efforts and energies 
towards her true passions—her family and our Atlanta Jewish 
community. She and her husband Gary have three boys and 
reside near Chastain Park, right down the street from where 
she grew up.
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Howie Slomka has been an avid fan of 
Limmud since the first Atlanta Taste of 
Limmud event in 2008. He enjoys learning 
and teaching with Jews of all backgrounds 
and denominations. In Atlanta, Howie 
prays at Congregation Shearith Israel 
(Conservative/Egalitarian) where he and 

his entire family are regular Torah readers and service leaders. 
Also, he is the presumptive writer of the Purim shpiel, always 
looking for new characters. When not learning in Limmud 
sessions (or Zoom rooms), Howie enjoys ultimate Frisbee,  
golf, hiking, waterfalls and spending time with his wife and kids. 
Howie is pleased to be presenting again at LimmudFest  
this year.

Allan Taffel has been a regular participant 
of Limmud Atlanta & Southeast who enjoys 
many music genres.

Miriam Udel is associate professor of 
Yiddish language, literature, and culture 
at Emory University, where she studies the 
Jewish encounter with modernity. She holds 
an A.B. in Near Eastern Languages and 
Civilizations from Harvard University, as well 
as a PhD in Comparative Literature from 

the same institution. Her academic research interests include 
20th-century Yiddish literature and culture, Jewish children’s 
literature, American-Jewish literature and genre studies.  
In Honey on the Page (NYU Press, October 2020), Udel delivers  
to students of Jewish history and literary culture a rich resource 
of nearly fifty Yiddish stories and poems from around the globe, 
most of them appearing for the first time in English translation. 
The collection offers Jewish families, educators, and librarians a 
treasure trove of Yiddish tales for children of all ages that will  
illuminate their religious, cultural and ethical heritage. She 
views the project as a convergence of her work as a researcher, 
 language teacher and mother—reclaiming and surfacing a 
textual legacy that she is enthusiastic about sharing with her 
students and her children as well as other curious readers.  
Udel lives in Atlanta with her three sons and her husband,  
Dr. Adam Zachary Newton.
   

Rich Walter is the Vice President for 
Programs and Grant Making for the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Atlanta. Prior to 
joining the team at Federation in July 
2020, Rich served as the Associate Director 
for Israel Education at Emory University’s 
Institute for the Study of Modern Israel 

and as Vice President of Curriculum and Outreach for its sister 
organization, the Center for Israel Education (2012-2020), 
Director of Jewish Life and Learning at the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Community Center of Greater New Haven  
(2007-2012), and Director of Education and Community 
Development at the Bureau of Jewish Education in Rhode 
Island (1999-2007). From 1997 to 2001 he taught in the 

Solomon Schechter School in Providence, Rhode Island.  
He was educated at Brandeis University, where he received his  
B.A. and M.A. degrees focusing on Near and Eastern and 
Judaic Studies, politics and history. Rich is originally from the 
suburbs of Boston and is still  a devoted fan of the Patriots, Red 
Sox, Celtics and Bruins. Rich loves to cook, and he especially 
enjoys sharing his culinary creations with friends and family.

Andrea Waterstone is a visual artist, 200 
hour yoga teacher, gardener, teacher and 
mother. Previously she held positions as the 
Director of Jewish Kids Groups Brookhaven 
Afterschool, Founder and Director of 
Curation and Programming at Square Mile 
Gallery, Director of Arts and Education at 

the Clarkston Community Center, and the Visual Arts teacher 
at the Atlanta Area School for the Deaf and the International 
Community School. Andrea received her B.A. from the 
University of Georgia in Studio Art and holds an M.A. in Deaf 
Education from Valdosta State University.

Naomi Weinstein is a grandmother of nine 
and was born in Israel and moved to the 
Atlanta area 5 years ago, following three 
of her four children. Naomi is an architect 
and group leader who also volunteers with 
the Israeli American Council (IAC) Gvanim 
Limmud. In Israel she volunteered at the 

hotline for sexual harassment of women. Naomi loves Israel and 
remains involved. She also enjoys world travel, reading and art. 

Ariel Root Wolpe is a mother, musician 
and founder and director of Ma’alot, an 
emergent spiritual community in Atlanta. 
Originally from Philadelphia, Ariel grew up 
in an observant household where hiking 
was a typical after-shul activity and blessings 
were sung in harmony. Ariel studied  

religion and music at Emory University and then moved to the 
San Francisco Bay Area where she explored Judaism’s ancient 
connection with nature through Wilderness Torah.  
Ariel received ordination at Ziegler School of Rabbinic 
Studies in Los Angeles and focused her studies on Hasidic 
commentaries and feminist interpretations of Jewish history 
and ritual. After ordination, Ariel studied Jewish music 
in Philadelphia and recently released her album “Ruach 
Neshama” through Hadar’s Rising Song Institute. She then 
moved to Atlanta where she launched Ma’alot, a growing 
community of locals who crave progressive, neighborhood-
based, radically welcoming Jewish learning and ritual.  
Learn more at www.maalotatlanta.com.
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SAFETY & SECURITY
Ramah Darom has developed comprehensive safety and security protocols in consultation with the Rabun County 
Sheriff’s department and the Department of Homeland Security. Highlighted below are key elements of our protocols. 
We ask all guests to review this document with your family at the beginning of your stay.

Every building has an emergency exit plan posted and is equipped with fire extinguishers. PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF  
EMERGENCY EXITS WHENEVER YOU ENTER A BUILDING. 

Note that the Sheriff’s department has an on-site officer patrolling our Clayton campus 24 hours/day throughout 
this retreat.

MEDICAL EMERGENCY
First aid kits and AEDs are available at the Welcome  
Center reception desk, the Concierge Desk, the Marcus 
Lodge Hotel community room (ground floor), the  
Mountainside Retreat Hotel kitchenette (lower level),  
the Lakeside Hotel sitting room (bottom floor) and in  
the Main Dining Room.

In the Event of a Medical Emergency:
•  IMMEDIATELY DIAL 911. Give location, sex and  

approximate age of victim and if possible, the type of 
emergency. Then dial extension 9300 from any campus 
phone to alert a Ramah Darom staff person of your 
emergency.

•  Stay with the injured person until help arrives. Try to 
calm, reassure and stabilize the person. Never move  
an injured person with a suspected neck or back injury.

•  When medical staff arrives at the scene, summarize the 
situation and answer question

SEVERE WEATHER
Thunder and/or Lightning:
•  Gather your family/group and move to a safe area  

(large indoor facility, bunk porch or common room)  
until the weather has passed.

Tornado Warning:
•  Head immediately to one of the following designated 

emergency locations: Welcome Center lobby, Marcus 
Lodge, Mountainside Hotel, Lower level of the Levine 
Center, Common room of bunks 1, 2, 31, or 32.

• When at location, stay away from windows.
•  Stay at designated emergency location until the  

“all clear” signal has been given over the emergency 
speakers.

FIRE
If You Spot a Fire:
•  Leave the building and do not re-enter to remove  

personal property.
•  IMMEDIATELY DIAL 911. Give location, and if possible, 

type of fire (grease, electrical, paper, etc.). Then dial  
extension 9300 from any campus phone to alert a  
Ramah Darom staff person of your emergency. The 
office will sound the fire alarm throughout the campus.

• If a phone is not accessible, sound the closest fire alarm.
•  If a campus-wide fire alarm is sounded, all guests  

should proceed immediately to the Kikar (field in  
front of the Levine Center/Dining Hall) and remain  
there until the “all clear” signal has been given over  
the emergency speakers.

•  If the fire occurs on or near the Kikar, all guests  
should proceed to the Beit Am (covered basketball 
court).

ACTIVE SHOOTER
•  EVACUATE if at all possible, leaving the area by the 

quickest route available. If necessary, leave the campus 
grounds. Leave your belongings behind.

• Call 911 as soon as it is safe to do so.
•  If you are not able to evacuate, HIDE OUT in an area out 

of the active shooter’s view. Block entry to your hiding 
place. If possible, lock the door. Silence your cell phone 
(including vibrate mode) and remain quiet.

•  TAKE ACTION only as a last resort and only when your 
life is in imminent danger. Attempt to incapacitate the 
shooter. Act with physical aggression and throw items 
at the active shooter.

•  When law enforcement arrives, remain calm and 
follow the officers’ instructions. Immediately raise  
hands and spread fingers. Keep your hands visible  
at all times. Avoid quick movements toward officers 
whenever possible.



RETREATS & FAMILY CAMPS DATES

Book it to Shabbat 
with PJ Library

A fun-filled Shabbaton, perfect for families with children under 8 
years old, where the magic of Camp and PJ Library characters are 
brought to life.

October 15–17, 2021

Jewish Women’s Getaway
A retreat for women to explore their unique Jewish journeys 
through art, music and other creative mediums, building community 
and having fun.

November 7–10, 2021

Winter Break Family 
Camp

Camp for the whole family with counselor led adventures, adult- 
only time, a meaningful Shabbat and a rockin’ New Year’s Eve!

December 28, 2021– 
January 2, 2022

Southern Schmooze 
Shabbaton Celebrating and connecting small southern Jewish communities. February 4–6, 2022

Melton Learning Program
Three incredible days of learning and transformative programming 
in partnership with The MJCCA’s Lisa F. Brill Institute for Jewish 
Learning.

March 13-15, 2022

Passover Retreat A fun and relaxing Kosher for Pesach holiday. April 15–24, 2022

Summer Family Camp
A chance to take Camp Ramah Darom for a test drive and enjoy a 
meaningful summer family vacation. Best suited for children ages 
3-10.

Aleph: June 29–July 3, 2022
Bet: July 20–24, 2022

Camp Yofi
A nationally recognized, 5-day program for Jewish families with  
children with autism spectrum disorder between the ages of  
6 and 13.

August 10-14, 2022

CAMP RAMAH DAROM 2022 DATES

Ta’am (Taste) of Ramah A NEW 5-night program for rising 2nd graders. June 15–20

Garinim An 11-night program for rising 3nd graders. Aleph: June 22–July 3
Bet: July 13–24

Nitzanim K’tzara (Short) A NEW 18-night modified session option for rising 4th graders. July 13-31

4 & 8-Week Sessions 4 or 8 weeks filled with adventure, connection and fun rooted in a 
strong  foundation of Jewish learning. 

Aleph: June 15–July 10
Bet: July 13–August 8
Full: June 15–August 8

Tikvah Support A range of support for campers and young adults with disabilities.

The Kaplan Mitchell Retreat Center at Ramah Darom is available to rent August-May for family reunions,  
corporate retreats, team-building experiences and celebrations. 

ramahdarom.org

Celebrating 25 RAMAHrkable years of bringing people together!  

Join us back on campus for one of our upcoming programs listed below and learn about our 
exciting plans for building the future of Ramah Darom at ramahdarom.org/kadima.
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RECREATION         MEETING SPACES             LODGING

A Tennis Courts
B Hockey Court
C Basketball Courts
D Farm
E Swimming Pool/Breicha
F  Sand Volleyball Courts
G   Covered Basketball Court/Beit Am  

& Ramah Garden
H  Odyssey Course
I Activity Field/Kikar
J   Alpine Tower, Climbing Wall  

& Swing
K  Timber Challenge Course
L  Lakeside Fire Pit/Medura
M Archery Range
N Arts & Crafts Center/Omanut
O  Gan
P Boat Dock & Lake/Agam
P P Softball Field

Q Mountaintop Pavilion
R  Beit Am Ka-Tent 
S  Beit Am
 Amphitheater
 Covered Basketball Court
T  Mountainside Pavilion/ 
 Mirpeset Tefillah
U Pizza Oven & Fireplace Patio
V  Levine Center 
 Ohel Tent
 Dining Hall/Chadar Ochel
 Multipurpose Room/Moadon
 Spiritual Center/Beit Knesset  
 Library/Mercaz Aryeh
W Lakeside Pavilion/Margam
X Treehouse

Y  Welcome Center
Z Cottages (Z1 – Z5)
AA  Marcus Lodge
BB  Mountainside Hotel
CC  Deluxe Cabin
DD Mountainside Cabins (1-12)
EE Lower Roads Cabins (13-20)
FF  Lakeside Cabins (21 – 32)
GG  Lakeside Hotel

Highlighted areas denote LimmudFest 
programming locations.

Scan to Support LIMMUD


